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WELCOME To all of you who are visiting our service this morning, we ex-
tend a most cordial welcome in Jesus’ name.  It is our hope that you will 
feel at home in our midst and will be blessed by our message of Christ cru-
cified and risen for the sins of the world. 
 
As with other public buildings in MN, masks are required for churches.  We 
also practice social distancing as recommended by our government.  Please 
do not use any of the pews where the seat cushions have been turned on 
edge.  Thank you. 
 
Prelude  Mrs. Lana Strike 
 
Hymn  66  Hark! The Glad Sound, the Savior Comes 
 
Liturgy  Page 5 ff. in The Lutheran Hymnal 
 

http://www.okabenalutheran.org/


Oh, come, Oh, come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

Oh, come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free Thine own from Satan's tyranny; 
From depths of hell Thy people save And give them victory o'er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
Epistle Lesson   Philippians 4:4-7  Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will 
say, rejoice! Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. 
 
Gospel Lesson  John 1:6-8, 19-28  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, 
that all through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to 
bear witness of that Light.  
 
Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”  
 
He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And 
they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are 
you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who 
are you, that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you 
say about yourself?” He said: “I am ‘The voice of one crying in the wilder-
ness: “Make straight the way of the Lord,” ’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
 
Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees. And they asked him, 
saying, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor 
the Prophet?” John answered them, saying, “I baptize with water, but there 
stands One among you whom you do not know. It is He who, coming after 
me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose.” 
These things were done in Bethabara beyond the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing. 
 
Duet  Give Me Strength, O Lord  (Insert) 
 
Hymn 63  On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry 



 
Sermon Genesis 12:1-3  Now the Lord said to Abram, “Get out of your 
country and away from your relatives and from your father’s house and go 
to the land that I will show you.  I will make you a great nation. I will bless 
you and make your name great. You will be a blessing.  I will bless those 
who bless you, and I will curse anyone who dishonors you. All of the 
families of the earth will be blessed in you.” 
 

Advent Pink is for… 
 

The Offertory 
 
Hymn 96  O Rejoice, Ye Christians, Loudly 
 
Prayer + The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Benediction 
 
Hymn  136  Angels From the Realms of Glory  
 
HOSPITALIZED  Herb Brockshus was admitted to the Worthington Hospital 
on Friday, after suffering a stroke.  Herb has been recovering from a very 
difficult bout with COVID-19 for the past several weeks.  On Thursday night, 
he was taken to the Emergency Room in Spirit Lake where the stroke diag-
nosis was made.  Please remember him and his wife in your prayers. 
 
ADVENT  Our final midweek service will be held this Wednesday evening at 
7 o’clock.   
 
LADIES AID  At their meeting on Tuesday, the Ladies voted to donate $200 
to the CLC MDF.  It was also reported that new altar cloths were donated 
by Carol Ahrens (Dennis’ wife). 
 
VOTERS  The following were elected or re-elected to office:  Chairman: Ron 
Strike, Treasurer: Craig Ahrens, Secretary: Bruce Eigenberg, Elder: Dr. Ste-
ven Sumey, School Board: Brandt Wendland, Finance Board: Nathan Al-
brecht, Jim Eigenberg, Cemetery Board: Austin Fogelman. Installation is 
planned for January 3.  Al Jensen and Dr. Sumey were chosen to assist with 
the Lord’s Supper. 
 



CLC NEWS  Pastor Samuel Rodebaugh, Winter Haven, FL has returned the 
call to Eden Prairie.  Two CLC pastors will be meeting with a congregation in 
Melrose, WI on December 20.  The group is one of the last remaining 
churches in the Protes’tant Conference that had left the WELS in the 
1920’s. Their pastor had retired three years ago and the services were be-
ing conducted by lay leaders. They came into contact with the CLC through 
Carrie Seybt who had taught in that area prior to marrying her husband.  
Pastors Seybt and (John) Schierenbeck will be discussing the doctrinal dif-
ferences that exist.  Melrose is about 30 minutes from La Crosse. The size 
of the group is not known at this time. 
 
The 2021 Mission Trip to Nepal has been postponed until 2022. 
 
The ILC Christmas Concert will be held Friday, December 18 at 7:00 pm. 
Because of the mild forecast for Friday, the concert will be held outside on 
the hillside next to the gym. Guests are encouraged to bring their own 
chairs, if they wish. Because of the considerable space we have outdoors, it 
will be open to the public. 
 
ILC Professor  The following nominations have been received to fill the pro-
fessorship vacated by the impending retirement of Professor John Reim at 
the end of the 2020-21 academic year:  Pastors Paul Krause, Neal Radichel, 
Rob Sauers, and David Schaller.  All comments from members of CLC con-
gregations regarding these candidates are to be received by email or letter 
no later than midnight December 29, 2020 (letters postmarked December 
24, 2020) to:  Mr. James Burkhardt; 217 Windy Lane; Rockwall, TX 75087; 
email:  jeb6217@yahoo.com.   
 
CLC Project KINSHIP As endeavors to spread the Gospel overseas continue 
to increase, so do our opportunities to support these endeavors. Of the 
current 113 overseas seminary students, there are currently five students 
that do not have stateside sponsors. Please consider becoming a sponsor 
through the CLC KINSHIP program. The cost for this particular sponsorship 
is $35/month ($420/year). There will also be sponsorship opportunities for 
the overseas orphan population in the near future, and KINSHIP would wel-
come folks who are willing to be put on the “wait list” for those sponsor-
ships. These sponsorships require a similar financial commitment. Contact 
is Dan Roehl (danroehl@hotmail.com or 507-381-2042).  
 
CLEANING  (Wk. 2) B. Eigenberg, J. Eigenberg, L. Ferguson 
        C. Ahrens, A. Fogelman, M. Fogelman 
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