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Prelude  Mrs. Kathy Lueck 
 
Opening Hymn  705  Come, O Long-Expected Jesus 
 
The Responsory 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
C: Amen. 
 
P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  
C:  Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them the light has 
shined. 
 
P: Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world.” 
C:  “Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the Light 
of Life.” 
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P: Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  
Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose 
spirit there is no deceit. 
C: For when I kept silent my bones wasted away through my groaning all 
day long.  For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my strength 
was dried up as by the heat of summer.  I acknowledged my sin to You, 
and I did not cover my iniquity;  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to 
the Lord,” and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P: Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to You at a time when 
You may be found.  Let us confess our sins, confident that our gracious God 
forgives us. 
C: Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Your name; deliver us, 
and atone for our sins, for Your name’s sake! 
 
P: Peace be with you!  Our crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ tells His 
Church, “If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven.”  I, therefore, 
as a called servant of His Church, by His command and authority, forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C: Amen.  Thanks be to God! 
 
Antiphon   My Soul in Stillness Waits (stanzas 1-4) 
 
Scripture Lesson 
 
Hymn 73:1-4  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
 

Sermon  Luke 1:39-45  Now Mary arose in those days and went into the 
hill country with haste, to a city of Judah, and entered the house of 
Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. And it happened, when Elizabeth heard 
the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit.  Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, 
"Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! But 
why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the 
babe leaped in my womb for joy.  Blessed is she who believed, for there 
will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord."  
 

The Morning Songs of Advent - Elizabeth 



 
Redeemer, come! I open wide My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 

Let me Thy inner presence feel, Thy grace and love in me reveal; 
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on Until our glorious goal is won. 

Eternal praise and fame We offer to Thy name. 
 
The Offering of Thankful Hearts 
 
Choir   Prepare the Royal Highway (WS 701) 

 
Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near! 
Let ev'ry hill and valley A level road appear! 
Then greet the King of glory, Foretold in sacred story: 
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God's Word! 
 
God's people, see Him coming:  Your own eternal king! 
Palm branches strew before Him!  Spread garments!  Shout and sing! 
God's promise will not fail you!  No more shall doubt assail you! 
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God's Word! 
 
Then fling the gates wide open To greet your promised king! 
Your king, yet ev'ry nation It's tribute too may bring. 
All lands will now before Him; Their voices join your singing: 
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God's Word! 
 
His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heav'n above. 
His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love. 
So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding: 
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God's Word! 

 
Hymn 707 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing 
 
Prayer  +  The Lord's Prayer  
 
Benediction 

 
Closing Hymn  552:1-2, 6  Abide with Me! 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


