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WELCOME To all of you who are visiting our service this morning, we ex-
tend a most cordial welcome in Jesus’ name. It is our hope that you will
feel at home in our midst and will be blessed by our message of Christ cru-
cified and risen for the sins of the world.

If you are looking for a church home or would like to know more about our
beliefs and practices, please see the pastor. He will be glad to visit with
you at your convenience. Be sure to join us again.

Prelude Mrs. Lana Strike

Hymn My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker


http://www.okabenalutheran.org/

Liturgy Page 5ff. in The Lutheran Hymnal

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven, To His feet your tribute bring;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, Evermore His praises sing:
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise the everlasting King.

Praise Him for His grace and favor To His people in distress;
Praise Him still the same as ever, Slow to chide, and swift to bless:
Alleluia, alleluia! Glorious is His faithfulness.

+ WS 742:1-2 +

Old Testament Lesson Ezekiel 33:7-9 “So you, son of man: | have made
you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word
from My mouth and warn them for Me. When | say to the wicked, ‘O
wicked man, you shall surely die!” and you do not speak to warn the wicked
from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood | will
require at your hand. Nevertheless if you warn the wicked to turn from his
way, and he does not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you
have delivered your soul.

Epistle Lesson Romans 13:1-10 Let every soul be subject to the governing
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities
that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority
resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on
themselves. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you
want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have
praise from the same. For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you
do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s
minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. There-
fore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for
conscience’ sake. For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God'’s
ministers attending continually to this very thing. Render therefore to all
their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to
whom fear, honor to whom honor.

Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another
has fulfilled the law. For the commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not bear
false witness,” “You shall not covet,” and if there is any other command-
ment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, “You shall love your



neighbor as yourself.” Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love
is the fulfillment of the law.

Hymn 331:1-6 Yeaq, as | Live, Jehovah Saith

Sermon Matthew 18:1-14 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying,
“Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”

Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and
said, “Assuredly, | say to you, unless you are converted and become as little
children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore
whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven. Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives
Me.

“But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it
would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he
were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world because
of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the
offense comes!

“If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is
better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two
hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. And if your eye
causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for you to
enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast
into hell fire.

“Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for | say to you
that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in
heaven. For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.

“What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine and go to the mountains to seek
the one that is straying? And if he should find it, assuredly, | say to you, he
rejoices more over that sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go
astray. Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of
these little ones should perish.

The Kingdom’s Greatest...



Father-like He tends and spares us; Well our feeble frame He knows;
In His hand He gently bears us, Rescues us from all our foes;
Alleluia! Alleluia! Widely yet His mercy flows.

Offering of Thankful Hearts

Hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Prayer + The Lord’s Prayer

The Benediction

Hymn 785 Children of the Heavenly Father

BOOK STUDY GROUP The ladies group will soon be starting a new book,
entitled, “Daughters of Grace.” Copies are available for $5.00. Please see
Jan Voit or Jolene. You can attend the sessions in person, via phone, or
simply read the material yourself at home.

SUNDAY SCHOOL The teachers will be available to address any questions
that parents may have, after the service today. If it doesn’t work for you
today, you are welcome to contact them privately.

SEPTEMBER COMMUNION Lord willing, the pastor will be out of town on
September 24. The Elders recommended that our Communion service be
moved to the first Sunday in October. If that causes an inconvenience for
you, he is happy to commune you privately.

CLC NEWS Pastor David Pfeiffer, W. Columbia, SC has the call to Messiah in
Eau Claire.
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USHERS 09/10 Phil S., Nathan V., Anthony F., Daniel R.
09/17 Trevor B., Tim Z., Joshua E., Christian K., David R.
09/24 Kendall B., Kraig B., Larry B. Jonathen L.

CLEANING (Wk. 3) The Voits
The Ruthenbecks



